TO A.  P.   L  Otf  CALCUTTA PACT                301

and that you are having a good time in Chandpur. We are staying
at Dr. Ansari's.

Tours,
BAPU

SJT. KRISTODAS

110, HAZRA ROAB

BHAWANIPUR

P.O. KALIGHAT

CALCUTTA

BENGAL

From a photostat: G.N. 5609

255.   INTERVIEW TO A. P. I. ON CALCUTTA PACT
DELHI,
.November 10, 1924
The following interview on the question of the agreement arrived at
between the leaders of the Swaraj Party and Mr. Gandhi at Calcutta which
a representative of the Associated Press of India had with Mr. Gandhi on his
return to Delhi on the 10th instant is published:
Asked as to why, if the agreement signed by himself and Messrs Das and
Nehru was intended to be an invitation to Liberals and others to rejoin the
Congress, they had not conferred with them before issuing the appeal, Mr,
Gandhi replied:
Such a conference was impossible before the Swarajists and
No-changers could agree upon a joint course, because any appeal
must be a joint appeal by the two wings of the Congress. As a
matter of fact there has been no conference even with the No-
changers. It is true that I met the No-changers of Bengal and
discussed the situation with them, as also I met, for instance,
Mr. Satyanand Bose and discussed the matter with him. But I
did not even make an endeavour to secure their assent for the
simple reason that I had at my disposal no machinery whereby I
could ascertain the wishes of the No-changers as a body and bind
them formally. I, therefore, thought it best to give my own indi-
vidual opinion and place it before the country for what it was
Worth. You will see that the agreement is a recommendation ad-
dressed to all parties within and without the Congress. The time
for a conference is now. The No-changers will express their opi-
nion through the forthcoming All-India Congress Committee.